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. E X P L A N A T O R Y NO. TE.

This multlgraphed circular Is largely made up from
notes received from agricultural explorers, foreign
correspondents, cooperators, and others, relative to
the more important plants which have recently been
received by the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant In-
troduction of the Department of Agriculture; in it are
also contained accounts of the behavior in America of
plants previously introduced. Descriptions, appearing
here are revised and published later in the Inventory
of Seeds and Plants Imported.

Applications from experimenters for plants or seeds
described in these pages may be made to this Office at
any time. As they are received the requests are placed
on file and when the material is ready for the use of
experimenters it is sent to those who seem best situ-
ated and best prepared to care for it. The plants or
seeds here described (except such as are distributed
direct or are turned over to specialists in the De-
partment who are working on investigational problems)
are propagated at our Plant Introduction Field Stations;
and when ready to be distributed are listed in our an-
nual check lists, copies of which are sent to experi-
menters in the late fall. It is not necessary, how-
ever, to await the receipt of these lists should one
desire to apply for plants whichare described herein.

One of the objects of the Office of Foreign
Seed arid Plant Introduction is to secure material for
plant breeders and experimenters. Every effort will
be made to fil] specific requests for experimental
quantities of new or rare foreign seeds or plants.

David Fairchild.
Agricultural Explorer in Charge

Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction,
Bureau of Plant Industry,

U. 5. Department of Agrimdture.

Issued March 22, 1921. Washington, D.C.

Any one desiring to republish any portion
of this circular should obtain permission by
applying to this Office.
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Amygdalus communis x persiea- (Amygdalaeeae), 51705.
Peach-almond hybrid. From Morgan Hill, Calif. Seeds pre-
sented by Mr. Leonard Coates. "A peach-almond hybrid
which, Mr. Coates says, bears fruit looking, in their
early stages, like green peaches, but in early Sep-
tember the flesh begins to split open and expose the
almondllke pit. He has tried this as a stock and
finds that it produces the branching roots of a peach
but is more vigorous than any other stock. He guar-
antees that it will make double the growth of the
ordinary peach seeds in the nursery row. This hybrid
was procured by Mr. Coates from a man living near
Los Gatos." (Palrchild, Western Trip, 1919, p. 210.)

Artoearpus ehampeden (Moraceae), 51804. From Sing-
apore, Straits Settlements. Seeds collected by Mr.
J. F. Rock, agricultural explorer. "A species of
breadfruit cultivated for its fruits which are oblong
and about 1 foot in length. It Is much in favor with
Malays. The seeds are similar to those of the jack-
fruit, and are roasted and eaten by the natives.
Propagation is by see-d." (Rock.)

Citrus nobilis deliciosa (Rutaceae), 51886. Mandarin
orange. From Tripoli, Libia. Budwood presented by Dr.
0. Fenzi, director, Stablllmento Orticolo Libico.
H'Giant early mandarin*1 A mandarin of very superior
quality ripening as early as the end of October,
with an extra large, well-filled fruit which has a
thin skin and very juicy, sweet, aromatic pulp."
(Fenzi.)

Citrus sinensis (Rutaceae), 51887. Orange. From
Tripoli, Libia. Budwood presented by Dr. 0. Fenzi,
director, Stabillmento Orticolo Libico. tMLim dem?

(Tripoli blood orange), considered the very best in
its section. It is generally seedless, oval in
shape, with brick-colored skin. Some years ago a
small quantity of this fruit was exported to Hamburg
and realized higher prices than any of the best
Spanish or California varieties." (Fenzi.)

Cynometra ramiflora (Caesalplniaceae), 51769. From
Bangkok, Slam. Seeds collected by Mr. J. F. Rock,
agricultural explorer. lfA small but handsome legu-
minous tree with drooping branches, native to Ma-
laya. The seeds are roasted and eaten." (Rock.)

A large { evergreen tree from the tidal for-
ests of the Sunderbans, South India, and Burma;
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Flaeourtia rukant (Flacourtlaceae), 51772. From Bang-
kok, Slam. Seeds collected by Mr. J. P. Rock, agri-
cultural explorer. "A handsome tree with small edible
berries which make fine preserves. Native to Malaya."
(Rock.)

An unarmed tree with pubescent young branches *
glabrous coriaceous leaves 3 to 5 Inches long and 1J
to 2 inches wide, and 4-flowered umbels. The tree is
much cultivated for its fruits, the size of a large
cherry, (Adapted from Hooker, Flora of British India,
vol. 1, p. 192.)

.Hylocereus sp. (Cactaceae), 51763. From Bogota,
Colombia. Seeds collected by Mr. Wilson Popenoe, ag-
ricultural explorer. "No. 510a. vpitahaya blanca1

(white pltahayk), from the Bogota Market. A rare
edible-fruited cactus cultivated in Cundinamarca, prob-
ably at altitudes of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. The fruits
are elliptic and rather slender in outline, about 4
inches long, light yellow externally, containing a
quantity, of white, translucent flesh in which small
black seeds are imbedded. The flavor and quantity of
the fruit are rather better than those of other pita-
hiyas; ;I have seen." (Popenoe.)

, Jagera speciosa (Sapindacsae), 51806. From Singapore,
Straits Settlements. Seeds , collected by Mr, J.F.Rock,
agricultural explorer. "A small tree, native to Ma-
laya and New Guinea, with trilocular fruits which are
borne in long pendent racemes. The tree is about 20
feet in height and quite attractive on account of the
pinnate foliage and orange-red fruits which are much
sought for by the natives." (Rock.)

Mangifera odorata (Anacardlaceae), 51774. From Bang-
kok, Slam. Seeds collected by Mr. J. F. Rock, agri-
cultural explorer. "A large tree with edible green
fruits larger than the ordinary' mangos, with a very
strong odor. Sold on the market in Singapore." (Rock.)

"This Interesting relative of the cultivated mango
is Indigenous to the Island of Malacca., the home of
most of the species of Mangifera. At Singapore it is
called !kuwini. * The name'.. 'bumbumV appears to be ap-
plied to it in Java. It Is a tall tree, said to attain
a height of 80 tp 100 feet, the .trunk and crown resemb-
ling those of M. indiect. It Is glabrous throughout, or
very obscurely pubescent on the panicle; the leaves
are 6 to \Z inches: long, and 2 to 4 inches broad.
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THE CH'ING P'l TIEN PEAR.

(Pyrus chinensis Lindl., S. P. I. No. 38268.)

The green-skin sweet pear, as the Chinese call this variety, was found by F. N. Meyer in
February, 1914, in the village of Wulipu, Honan Province, China. As it was winter
when he was there and as the pear ripens in August, he never saw the fruit but was told
that it did not have good keeping qualities. The fruits photographed are the first to
ripen in America. Tasted September 24, 1919, at the Plant Introduction Field Station
in Chico, they were found to have an unusually refreshing flavor and remarkable juici-
ness, which make the variety well worthy of a wider trial. (Photographed, natural size,
by David Fairchild, September 24, 1919, Chico, Calif.; P25661FS.)


